
Frankenmuth Parks and Recreation Commission meeting minutes 

Wednesday, February 24, 2021, 7:00pm 

Remote/ Virtual meeting via Zoom 

www.zoom.us Meeting ID# 870 6217 4477 

 

Chairman Foltz called the meeting to order at 7:00pm and began with the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

The meeting began with roll call attendance and the commission members stating where they 

were attending from. They were as follows: Anne Webb from Toledo, Ohio, Ed Foltz from Flint 

Township, Stella Grablick from Frankenmuth, Tom Bierlein from Frankenmuth Township, Tom 

Meyer from Frankenmuth, Joe Chowaniec from Birch Run Township and Jim Bickel from 

Frankenmuth.  

 

Parks & Recreation Commission Members Absent - Aaron Lerash, Trisha Way 

 

Others Present: Daren Kaschinske, Janelle Compton, & Kellie Nichols (P&R staff), Bridget 

Smith (City Manager), Lydia Wilder (Chamber Representative) Ashley McKnight (Community 

Development Fellow), Beth Bernthal Reindel (City Council member) 

 

Approval of Agenda – Kaschinske requested to add “New large annual event” to the agenda. 

Foltz proposed adding it at 9b. Moved by Meyer, supported by Bickel, to approve the amended 

agenda. Motion carried unanimously.  

 

Approval of January 27, 2021 minutes – Moved by Webb, supported by Chowaniec, to 

approve the January 27, 2021 minutes as presented. Motion carried unanimously. 

 

Monthly Reports – 

Frankenmuth School District- Grablick reported that the athletics’ down weeks are July 5-9 

and August 2-9. Grablick also reported that List Elementary will be getting a lot of work done 

this summer on the entry way and some rooms. So the Little Eagles program will be moved this 

summer to the High School. The FSD also is planning to replace Kids Kingdom playground. 

 

Frankenmuth Township- Bierlein reported that the Township’s next meeting is their annual 

meeting.  

 

Chamber of Commerce/CVB- Lydia reported that the chamber is gearing up for the Easter 

Celebration that will start on March 19th.  

 

City Council- Meyer reported that budget discussions with City Council will start this coming 

Tuesday, March 2 at their regular monthly meeting.  

 

City Manager- Smith reported that she emailed out her report. She also recommended reading 

the message from the Mayor about the vaccine in the newspaper. She encouraged the 

commission to reach out to older family members and make sure that they are registered to get 

the vaccine. If they aren’t, help them get registered.  

 

http://www.zoom.us/


Parks & Recreation Staff-  Nichols reported that she is busy booking events and navigating the 

frequently changing schedule of events. 80’s fest will most likely not run in April this year but 

are considering dates in the summer. Star Dance Alliance has added 2 more dance events here 

this year. Nichols reported that the Lutheran Youth Gathering scheduled for June has been 

cancelled again for this year. Right now sports teams are in Harvey Kern Pavilion practicing. 

Compton reported that the Cardboard Sled Races went over very well for a 1st time event. There 

were quite a few people that came out to participate with some very creative sleds. The 

department looks forward to the future of this event. Kaschinske reported that on the Kern 

Pavilion roof modifications. Kaschinske is going to keep pushing them along to get this project 

done in 2021. The architects want 6 weeks for construction, but the schedule of events doesn’t 

allow that consecutively. So Kaschinske is asking architects to break up this project into smaller 

phases to get the work done in shorter time frames.  

 

Report of Park Lease agreements- Frankenmuth Bible Church has rented and plans to hold 

their Easter Service in Kern Pavilion. They will also be using the Lion’s Haus this year for their 

daycare area. Shipshewana will be here for a 1st time event on Mother’s Day weekend. They also 

have a date in the fall for a show. Bike MS is still planning to come this fall, but they are not 

planning to do the BBQ meal that they typically do, just the bike portion this year.  

 

Status of Vacancy on Parks & Recreation Commission & size of Commission- Kaschinske 

reported that at the last City Council meeting City Council gave the go ahead to fill the position 

on the Parks and Recreation Commission. They feel strongly that the new member should be a 

City Resident. Kaschinske reported that the plan is to publicize this vacancy in the next few 

weeks to bring applicants to the March Commission meeting to recommend to City Council.  

 

Parks & Recreation 5 yr. Plan update - McKnight gave an update on the status of the plan. A 

proposed list of action items was discussed. Meyer recommended adding a column on the action 

items with target dates for each item. If dates are included, there was concern about being held to 

those dates or priorities, especially if funding for a certain project comes available.  That concern 

would be addressed with a special note on the list of action items McKnight stated that she plans 

to have the 1st draft of the plan completed before next meeting and would be looking for 

approval of the draft plan at that meeting.  

 

Recommendation of 2021-22 Parks & Recreation budget to City Council - Foltz informed 

the commission that the budget committee met last week and reviewed the proposed budget in 

detail.  Kaschinske gave an overview of the budget to the entire commission. Kaschinske 

outlined how the budget looks different last year and this year due to COVID, but in 2021-22 it 

is expected to get back closer to normal. Moved by Webb, supported by Bierlein, to recommend 

the Parks and Recreation budget to City Council. Motion carried unanimously.  

 

New Large Annual Event- Nichols reported that the organizer of the Midland Antique Festival 

recently contacted the Parks Department about moving this event to Frankenmuth. This event 

would bring a lot of people to town, both vendors and people attending the Antique Festival. 

They would like to rent the entire park for a 4 day period, similar to Auto Fest. Because they 

proposed closing Heritage Park to public recreational use and charge admission to the park, like 

Auto Fest, staff was looking for conceptual approval of this event before proceeding with further 

discussions.  There is a lot of onsite camping for this event in Midland, however camping is not 



planned to be offered here in Heritage Park for this event.  Campers would be referred to 

Jellystone, St. Lorenz Churchgrove, and the RV Park in Birch Run. Initial calculations of rental 

fees for an event like this would be $25,000 or more and the event organizer was willing to pay 

that amount to use the park.  It was mentioned that in Midland, this event has a car show with it.  

Bickel was concerned of a car show having a negative impact on AutoFest.  Nichols will discuss 

if Antique Festival organizers plan to have a car show in Frankenmuth and, if so, potential 

impacts on AutoFest.  Moved by Grablick, supported by Webb, to move forward with 

negotiations to rent Heritage Park to this event. Motion carried unanimously.  

 

Approval of January 2021 financial reports –Moved by Bickel, supported by Grablick, to 

approve the January 2021 financial reports.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 

Commission Members Reports- Foltz would like to see documents developed to explain the 

vision for Kern Pavilion and parks facilities. This would include improvements and future use of 

the parks or facilities. These documents are intended to provide guidance to staff and help with 

fundraising efforts.  

 

The meeting adjourned at 8:04pm. 

 

Janelle Compton 

Recording Secretary 

 

Submitted by: 

Jim Bickel 

Secretary 


